At Giant’s Head Elementary, we view education as a shared responsibility and encourage parents to become involved in the academic, physical and social development of their children.

Our students benefit from the active parent and community support in the many activities and programs that take place at our school. As a result, we strive to provide leadership opportunities for students and the ability to give back to and support our community.
OTHER ITEMS OF INTEREST
Breakfast Club
We are fortunate to have the support of the community, the school PAC and our coordinator Val Wright in providing a valuable option to our children Tuesday-Friday mornings before school. Any child who has for whatever reason not had breakfast is invited to drop in to the club on these days.

Network of Performance Based Schools

Each year teachers have the opportunity to pursue a curricular focus related to their work through a network sponsored by the Ministry of Education. The group creates a question of inquiry that becomes the focus for that school year. A group from Giant’s Head has participated for the past several years.
This year the leadership team has chosen to focus on mathematics – Does structured teaching of metacognition (strategies and skills used to problem solve) affect students’ ability to self reflect on their learning in math? As parents you may be aware that the curriculum for Mathematics was revised and updated in 2007.
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School Progress – Winter 2009
This pamphlet is intended to present our continued commitment to building on and improving student achievement and to share current information and progress related to our goals.
There are two specific goals contained in the School Progress Report. They are:

● to improve student success in reading 


● to promote and implement programs that support a safe 

   and socially responsible learning environment

A complete version of the report is available on the school website
at www.sd67.bc.ca and a hard copy in the office area.
OUR SCHOOL
Giant’s Head Elementary is a Kindergarten to Grade 5 school consisting of approximately 380 students. There is a teaching and support staff of 35 including a counselor/psychologist, speech and language pathologist, learning assistance support teachers and an English Second Language teacher.
giant’s head mission statement
Working together to create a respectful, safe place to learn

SCHOOL PLANNING COUNCIL 
The council is formed each year and serves in an advisory capacity. Its main responsibility is to monitor and review the school goals, plan for student achievement and to communicate with the school community.

The 2008/9 council has been formed and consists of the principal, a PAC executive member and two parent representatives. There are generally four meetings throughout the school year.

Council members include:

Principal



Mr. Craig Dunbar                       
PAC Representative


Mr. James  Fofonoff  
PAC Chair



Mrs. Tanya Hogg
Parent Representative


Mrs. G. Thevarge
School Board Trustee


Mrs. Connie Denesiuk
PROGRESS UPDATE
INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT

Goal  
To improve student success in reading achievement

Progress
Reading is foundational to all learning. At Giant’s Head, teachers incorporate current and best practice into reading instruction.  Each year reading assessments occur in the fall and spring for grades 

1 – 5 students.  Our results for the most part indicate growth over time. Percentages below indicate students who are meeting or exceeding expectations in reading at grade level.
 Spring                       2006         2007     2008   
Grade 1                      84%
 88%      85%          

Grade 2                      88%          89%      91%
Grade 3                      89%          94%      91%
Grade 4                      90%          93%      87%
Grade 5                      89%          90%      91%
We continue to track progress each year as students move from one grade to another.
The Foundation Skills Assessment, a Ministry of Education provincial assessment given to grade 4 students each year, is another piece of evidence .
Results for reading 2008 indicate that 73% of students were meeting or exceeding expectations (provincial average is 74% and district average is 77%) and for 2007 80% of students were meeting or exceeding expectations (provincial average is 75% and district average is 75%).
HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT
Goal
To continue to create a safe, socially responsible environment
Progress
This goal has been sustained as we have reached and surpassed several objectives embedded in the goal. It remains however vital to the culture of our school and is foundational to much of the work we do.
The Focus on Bullying Program is taught annually school-wide to provide students with skills to confront bullying behaviors as a preventative measure. Also, a peer mediation program is in place providing trained grade 5 students the opportunity to resolve conflict on the playground in a fair and effective manner at recess and lunch.
Students have been introduced to the B.C. Performance Standards for Social Responsibility which align with the content of our goal, helping students solve problems in a peaceful manner and providing ways in which they can contribute to the classroom, school and community.
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