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Safe Arrival Program

Please call the school (770-7692) if your child
is away or late for any reason.  Students arriving late

for school must report to the office before going to class.

Parents please let the office know if your child is

leaving school early. 
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	Sun.
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Sat.

	1
	2

	3
Schools reopen

	4
	5
	6
	7

	8
	9
	10
PAC Meeting

7:00 PM

	11

	12
	13
Apex Tubing[image: image1.wmf]
	14


	15
	16

	17
	18

	19

	20
Hot Lunch
	21


	22
	23

	24
	25
French Immersion Meeting 7 PM

At KVR school
	26
	27
Literacy Day and PJ Budding Reading

Hot Lunch
	28

	29

	30
	31
	
	
	
	





 


Happy 2012!  The year has flown past us.  It is hard to believe that four months of the school year has already passed us.  We completed our first reading session last month.  Our next reading session starts the week after the kids are back in school and will run until March. We are always looking for more volunteers to help in the program.  The Volunteer commitment is for 1 ½ hours one morning per week for at least one 8 to 9 week session.  Please contact me (Audrey) through the school or at 250 486 0816 if you would like more information.  


Book of the Month:  

‘Thomas’ Snowsuit’

By Robert Munsch
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Robert Munsch is one of my favourite children’s authors.  He takes our everyday challenges with children and turns them into hilarious stories about life.  Who hasn’t had a struggle with a snowsuit?  Thomas refuses to wear his snowsuit when asked by his mother, his teacher and even his principal.  This story shows us that in the end necessity is what will put on a snowsuit.  Kids will love Thomas and parents will recognize him.  Thomas’ Snowsuit is one of many fun books by Robert Munsch.

“The more you read, the more things you will know.  The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.”
· Dr. Seuss



Happy New Year’s Everyone!!  We hope everyone had a relaxing and enjoyable holiday season and are excited about another year of new beginnings!  As Oprah said, “cheers to a new year and another chance to get it right!”

Our Christmas Café and sing-a-long was a huge success!  While we missed the class performances of the traditional Christmas Concert, the informal evening was very enjoyable.  What a turnout!  One of the great things about a smaller community school is the school and community spirit.  So many people made this night such a success.  The students along with Tracy Robinson, Audrey Perry, and Valerie Laidlaw did an amazing job on the decorating.  The gym was transformed!  Pamela Klassen organized a great selection of Christmas music while husband Tom provided the leadership and guitar music for our enthusiastic, rotating carollers.  All your talents were enjoyed immensely!  To everyone who baked, set up and stayed to clean up, we thank you!  Leigh Trusler organized a great market that provided a whole new dimension to the evening.  Finally, a huge Thank You to Ray Keitch who provided all the fancy coffees and hot chocolates for the evening.  His new business venture Sweet Grass Country Store, specializing in animal feed, tack supplies, grocery, baking and coffee is located at the old Roots and Fruits location.  Make sure to stop in and check out this new gem in our community.

While the students didn’t put on a formal Christmas presentation, each classroom celebrated the season with their own festivities.


K/1

 Parents were invited to watch the kids sing and dance to Feliz Navidad.  Ari Neufeld 

also sang and played all of his instruments.

Gr 1/2  
Invited parents to a “Book-n-bag-it” lunch.  Parents enjoyed looking at the alphabet 

Christmas book their child made and listening to a couple carols that were 


performed.

Gr 2/3 & Gr 4
 Each did a reader’s theatre, ‘How the Grinch Stole Christmas’.

Gr 5
 
 Made gingerbread houses with their buddies in the K/1 class.

Our “Kaleden Cares” food drive was also very successful.  We collected 235 lbs of food to help out families in need over the holidays.  Good job everyone!  Also, kudos to the grade 5 class who took the initiative to collect necessities for the SPCA.  There was a full box of items to take in.  I’m sure our furry friends were thankful!

The great Apex adventure will once again be taking place on Friday, January 13th.  This is always a greatly anticipated outing with lots of tubing, hot chocolate and fun!  If you can, please join us, it’s sure to be a good time.

The next PAC meeting is Tuesday, January 10th at 7 PM.  Hope to see you there. 

Happy New Year Everyone!

May it be your best one ever!

PARENT WORKSH0P SERIES
Date: 

Tuesday, January 31st, 2012 from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.

Location:
McNicoll Park Middle School

McNicoll Park Middle School is hosting a series of parent workshops for all parents in the district.  All of theses sessions are sponsored by DPAC.  Please join us for this exciting session:

ETHICS AND PARENTING
Being a parent brings with it boundless joy, infinite patience and a lot of hard work.  Along the way, you are suddenly faced with startling situations.  Your 4 year old is old enough to know to tell the truth and is obviously lying; your 10 year old is desperate to be included in a birthday party but you are not certain that you want your child associating with some of the children you know will be at the party; your 14 year old is shutting you out and you are very worried about the emotional changes you are witnessing but you also have told your child repeatedly that you trust her.  What do you do?

Based on Dr. Rushworth Kidder's book, Good Kids, Tough Choices: How Parents Can Help Their Children Do the Right Thing, this two hour interactive workshop is designed for parents and educators who want to:

· Strengthen integrity and character in young people;
· Provide parents with frameworks for thinking about ethical issues; and,
· Build stronger collaborations between parents and schools around one of the 21st century's most urgent topics
Participants will define shared core values, identify ethical dilemmas with children that arise when these values compete with one another, and explore various ways that an ethical decision making framework and a shared common language will assist in difficult conversations.


PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE


Happy New Year!





I hope that everyone had a chance to enjoy their families and friends over the holidays.  Before setting off on the New Year I would like to take this opportunity to thank the PAC and parent volunteers that helped out with the Christmas Carol and Coffee House.  I have already learned to not be surprised at the amazing support and sense of community in Kaleden and the coffee house was no exception.  It was a truly fantastic turnout.  I would like to offer a special thanks to Sandy Nickle for spearheading the event and Tom Klassen for leading the singing. Neither job was easy but both jobs were done exceptionally well.





As a way of building Kaleden Elementary spirit, I would like to continue last years Friday Spirit Wear days.  If you are interested in purchasing a T-Shirt or Hoodie they are available from the office.  T-Shirts are $13 and Hoodies are $25. 





Now that we are into a new year, we have once again booked our annual Apex tubing day sponsored by KPAC. Parents are welcome to join us.  Please contact the office and complete a Criminal Record check if you have not submitted one already.





Cheers to a healthy and successful 2012.





Scott Edwards


Principal





Important Highlights and Dates 





Tues. January 10		PAC Meeting 7 PM in Library


Fri. January 13		Tubing at Apex Tube Park


Fri. January 27		Literacy & PJ Day


Wed. January 25		French Immersion information meeting, 7 PM @KVR school


Wed. February 1		Rocks & Rings-in school introduction to curling


Fri. February 3		Deadline for French Immersion Applications 4 PM at School Board Office


Tues. February 14		PAC Meeting 7 PM


Feb 15, 21 & March 7		Grade 4/5 Cross Country Skiing Program


Tues. February 29		Pink Shirt Day – Anti-Bullying


Thurs. March 15		Jump Rope for Heart


School closed for Spring Break last day of school Friday, March 16, 2012


Schools reopen Monday, April 2, 2012














DRESS FOR THE WEATHER!





Please be sure that your child is prepared for the colder weather. Children should have jackets, hats, boots and mittens or gloves for playing outside. Many children are coming to school without adequate clothing and we encourage them to be outside at recess and lunch for some fresh air and exercise at recess and at lunch time.  On really inclement days children are provided with the option of staying indoors.














Kaleden Cares


Many thanks to all who donated food items.  It is a wonderful


way for students to experience the season of giving.  


Thanks for your generosity(





Tubing at Apex


School Wide Winter Fieldtrip


Friday, January 13th 





Fun Filled Day at Apex Tubing Park, Hot Dog Lunch, Hot Chocolate, Marshmallow Roast.


Please send an extra snack and drink with your child.  Parents are welcome to attend, cost is $5.00 which can be paid at the school office.  If you are attending, please ensure you have a RCMP Criminal Record Check on file at the office.    HELMETS ARE MANDATORY.








			IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING TRANSFER INFORMATION








			School District No. 67 (Okanagan Skaha)





The deadlines for students requesting transfers from their catchment area school to


another school in School District No. 67 for the September 2012/2013 school year are 8:00 AM, February 1st, 2012 to 4:00 PM, April 15, 2012. Transfer requests received prior to February 1st  will be date/time stamped as “February 1st, 2012, 8:00 AM.” and transfer requests received after April 15th  may not be considered until September 2012. Siblings attendance at a school should not be assumed if you live outside the school catchment area. You still need to complete a transfer request. If you are unsure, please check with your school secretary.








Next PAC Meeting, Tuesday, January 10th at 7 PM




















Help support our school by ordering beautiful bags of local produce.  Each bag is only $25 and 20% of this goes directly to our school.


Visit to find out more about the program and to sign up at � HYPERLINK "http://farmbag.littlegreenbook.ca" ��http://farmbag.littlegreenbook.ca� or complete a green order form and drop it off at the school office.  


Next Farm Bag drop off is Wednesday, January 11th .


Next order deadline for February’s Farm Bag is Wednesday, January 18th 











			Grade 4 and 5 Cross Country Skiing will be happening on the 		the following dates:  Wed. Feb 15th,  Tues. Feb 21st,  and Wed. 				March 7th, 2012. 


	    Many thanks to KPAC for subsidizing most of the costs.











�





In conjunction with their Reading unit, Hooked on Ads, students in the Grade 5 class designed Public Service Ads.  Some will be featured in Skaha Matters in the coming months.  This ad is a reminder to parents to pick up their children from the upper parking lot off Cypress Avenue, instead of parking along both sides of Linden Avenue.  











Basketball Skills.  All Grade 4 and 5 students will have the opportunity to play basketball starting next week.  Team meeting and team sign-up is scheduled for Thursday at lunch.   Practice details are still being worked out, but they will happen at lunch and after school.  More information will be sent home next week when the schedule is finalized.





School Spirit Day!!!!


Every Friday students are encouraged to wear


their Kaleden clothing or school colours.  


Go Cougars Go!!!!











PARENT WORKSHOP SERIES





McNicoll Park Middle School 





Teacher contact – Shona Becker (Counselor)





McNicoll Park Middle School is hosting a series of parent workshops that are designed to provide pro-active strategies and ideas in dealing with concerns and issues that their children may be experiencing.  Workshops occur on the third Thursday of each month from 6:00 pm to 7:00 pm in the school library.  Parents can pick and choose the topics that are most applicable to them.  





	 


Date�
Topic�
Presenter�
�
January 19�
How to Help with Homework�
Shona Becker�
�
February 16�
Helping Your Teen with Anxiety�
CYMH worker or F.O.R.C.E (Jenn Wheaton)�
�
March 8�
Cyber-bullying and how to help your teen�
Daryl Meyers�
�
April 19�
Community Connections�
Penticton Rec Dept�
�






Please make sure you let the school know if you change your home phone number, work number, emergency contact, or address during the school year so we have correct information on your child.  Thank you.











School District No. 67 (Okanagan Skaha)





KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION





Children born in 2007 are eligible to enter kindergarten in September 2012.  Parents, who feel their child is not yet ready for kindergarten, may defer enrollment for one year.  Please contact Wendy Hyer (770-7700) at the School Board Office for information on this.





Placement in your neighborhood school kindergarten is based on your address and registration date.  The earlier you register, the more likely your child will attend a school close to your home.





Register at your neighborhood school during regular school hours.  A birth certificate will be required as well as proof of address.





Family Literacy Week – January 22 - 28





We will be celebrating Family Literacy Week at our school with various


activities throughout the week and we will wrap up the week with a


buddy reading activity on Friday, January 27th  – in our jammies of 


course(








FRENCH IMMERSION


Registration for 2012/2013


INFORMATION MEETINGS





For Parents of current Grade 5 students:





Information sessions for parents of Grade 5 students regarding registration for September 2012 Grade 6 Late French Immersion classes will be held as follows:





Wednesday, January 25, 7:00 PM - KVR Middle School


Thursday, January 26, 7:00 PM - Summerland Middle School





A letter, along with an application form, regarding next September’s grade 6 French Immersion classes will be sent home January 16th, 2012 with all grade 5 students.  This letter will outline the program and the application process.  Application forms will be available January 16th at all elementary school offices, the Okanagan Skaha School District No. 67 Board Office (425 Jermyn Ave., Penticton) or on the district website at � HYPERLINK "http://www.sd67.bc.ca" ��www.sd67.bc.ca�  





Deadline for applications is 4:00 PM 


Friday, February 3rd,  2012





The program is available to all students residing in the Okanagan Skaha School District entering grade six in September of 2012.  Students outside the district are permitted to enroll on a space-available basis (ie., after Okanagan Skaha School District students have been accommodated).


Please note: these will be the only information meetings scheduled regarding French Immersion.











