SUMMERLAND SECONDARY SCHOOL
DRY GRAD PARENT COMMITTEE

MINUTES OCTOBER 4, 2010

Present:

Joni Pigot, Lisa West, Janet Zagrodney, Lana Sewell, Barb Hubber, Helen Adams, Joan Cossentine, Peggy Kennedy, Lynn Collins, Meggie Bambey, Carol Stathers, Aura Sterk, France Burke, Melinda Smith, Denise MacDonald, Robina Parkinson, Brad and Val Erb, Kiki Longstreet, Belinda Johnson, Heather Martin, Anita Huber, Karen Hooper, Mr. Gupta, Mr. Searcy

Lisa West, Co-chair

· Welcome

· Co-chairs are Lisa West and Karen Hooper, Treasurer is Pat Cook, Secretary is Joni Pigot

· Review of sub-committees

Mr. Gupta



· Reported the teachers have had two meetings with the students and will be conducting a survey regarding four basic topics

1. How many days for grad activities – 1 or 2

2. Location of Prom

3. Location of Graduation ceremony

4. Entertainment for Dry Grad

· Would like to have a couple grad parents to sit at a table at the first report card pick up day (approx mid November - times will be approx 2:00 to 4:00 and 6:30 to 8:00) to have grad parents sign up with their names, phone numbers and e-mail addresses – this will make communication easier

Mr. Searcy

· Reported that the ballots will be secret and available for all graduating students.  The teachers are hoping to have the ballot ready for next week.

· October 19th is date for grads to meet with various university/college liaisons – suggest they meet with reps from universities/colleges they have not already researched

· October 26th will be a grad parents meeting hosted by the school counselors, Linda and Brad at Centre Stage in the evening

· School hoping to have a newsletter out shortly

Lisa West

· Goals for tonight will be to discuss what we can offer for Dry Grad as parents, what kind of budget we are looking at and confirm chairs for each of the individual committees as discussed at the last meeting

· Confirmed chairs for each sub-committee as follows

· Fundraising – Lynn Collins

· Donations – Aura and Mike Sterk and Ken Labossiere

· Security – Ken Sewell

· Decorations – Lana Sewell and Helen Adams

· Entertainment – Heather Martin

· Food – Joni Pigot

· Phone – Robina Parkinson

Fundraising

· Christmas tree pick up – this is done in conjunction with the Fire Department and requires parents and grads to help with the pick up of Christmas trees after Christmas – need drivers with trucks

· Manure sales – couple options discussed for purchase of the manure, need to get order in soon to ensure product is available

· Dinner/silent auction – discussed holding at Legion again, selecting designated drivers or providing free shuttles

· Nesters – shoppers can request credit for purchases go to the Dry Grad committee for purchasing food (cashiers have cards at their tills all year long to swipe, rather than using individual Nesters cards) – will also look into the grocery vouchers for purchasing, minimum might be $1000, 10% of vouchers purchased goes to Dry Grad

· Lisa had information she passed on to the fundraising committee for purchase of gift cards for Chapters/Zellers/Safeway, etc – committee would receive 7% of purchases in cash

· Family photos discussed and left with fundraising committee

· Beanery coffee – sell bags with percentage to committee

· Penny Lane day

· Purdys – Joni Pigot offered to add the grads on to the Christmas fundraising she is already doing for the Miss Summerland candidates and Okanagan Dance Studios – brochures will be available at the grad parent’s meeting at Centre Stage on October 26th – the committee will receive a minimum of 25% of all orders

Donations

· Suggested that a list be kept of which retailers/businesses have been approached to avoid duplication

· Letters of introduction to be prepared for the committee members to present to the businesses explaining what the donations will be used for
Treasurer

· 3 signatures required at bank – volunteers were Janet Zagrodney and Karen Hooper, third will be Pat Cook, treasurer

Discussion ensued on pros and cons of 1-day event vs 2-day event including:

· Arena only decorated once

· Dinner and dance, to include speeches

· If 2-day event, separate by one day or few weeks

· Arena is booked for full week prior to Grad to allow for decorating

· No added cost for 1-day or 2-day if all events held at arena

· If 2-day and only separated by one day (as has been done for last two years), less opportunity for partying after Prom as Grad ceremony happens next day

· Cost could be involved if Prom held few weeks earlier (need to see if arena has ice at that time)

· Cost involved if Prom held at alternate location

· Students will vote on three options – 1-day event, 2-day event over 2 consecutive days or 2-day event held on separate weeks

Discussion of entertainment from previous years for consideration:

· Hypnotist

· Velcro wall

· Mechanical bull

· Bungee run

· Laser tag (system stopped working after 45 minutes last year and was down remainder of night)

· Picture booth

· Karaoke machine

Discussed provision of lanyards with USB memory stick for pictures

· Like to see pictures from entire grad year

· School looking at holding more student vs teacher events this year

Mr. Gupta suggested setting calendar deadlines for completing a certain number of fundraisers – students will be concentrating on scholarships, post secondary applications, etc. as grad draws nearer so might be a good idea to have majority of fundraising done sooner than later.

Mr. Gupta also suggested leaving the discussion of the budget until next meeting.

Next meeting set for Tuesday, November 2nd, SSS Library, 7:00 p.m.

· Each sub-committee should be prepared to give a brief presentation

· Mr. Searcy hopes to have the student ballots tallied and reported

