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PARENTS

 The following information is provided to help explain many of the grad activities for this year’s grad class.   Please keep this Graduation 2012 Information Package for future reference.   In brackets, at the end of each section, is the name of the staff sponsor.  Please contact that person should you have any specific questions about the event.  Parents may also check the School Newsletters and the School Website http://sd67.bc.ca/schools/sss, for the latest grad updates. Other inquiries should be directed to Mr. C. Van Bergeyk / cvanbergeyk@summer.com 
STUDENTS

Every possible effort is made to keep grads and parents apprised of important information related to graduation.  Grads should keep a close eye on the Daily School Announcements, the Grad Bulletin Board located near the Foods Room, and should frequently check their emails for important announcements.  Students should ensure counsellors have their current email addresses on file.  Grad meetings will be held several times throughout the year.  All grads, including those who complete grad requirements early (January 2011), should make every effort to attend the meetings.   IT IS THE POTENTIAL GRADUATE’S RESPONSIBILITY TO REMEMBER THE IMPORTANT DATES AND TO MEET ALL DEADLINES AND REQUIREMENTS.    
(Mr. Van Bergeyk, Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill)
GRAD LISTS

The official list of students eligible to take part in the school graduation ceremonies will be posted several times during the school year.  The Grad List will clearly indicate if the potential grads have not completed the all course and credit requirements, necessary forms or paid grad fees.  Potential Grads will not be permitted to participate in the Graduation Ceremony unless all obligations are met.
(Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill)
GRADUATION TRANSITIONS PLAN    
All students entering Gr. 12 in 2011 are required to complete the Graduation Transitions Plan. The GT requires the students to document that they have completed: verification of 30 hours of work experience or volunteer activities in their Planning Course(s); 150 minutes a week of physical activity (Daily Physical Activity Forms must be completed and submitted to Student Services prior to the first and third reporting periods).
(Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill).
GRAD FEES

Grad fees have not been determined yet for this year.  Grad fees will cover the cost of the ceremony including the rental of grad gown (grads get to keep the cap and tassel), grad photo, certificates, scrolls, facility costs and other expenses associated with the ceremony.  Grad Fees can be paid in two installments.   The first payment will be due on or before December 16, 2011 and the final payment will be due on or before April 20, 2012. 
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
The Cinderella Project assists graduating students in Summerland who are in financial need with the costs associated with graduation.  Applications are available from a counselor and are treated confidentially.  The deadline for submissions of the completed application is in March 2012.
(Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill) 
CAP & GOWNS

Cap and gowns are ordered well in advance of the grad ceremony.  They will be distributed at Grad Ceremony on June 29, 2012.  All gowns MUST be returned immediately after the graduation ceremony; grads may keep the cap & tassel.   Grads will be charged the replacement cost of the gown if it is not returned ($150).
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)

GRADUATION CEREMONY WRITE-UPS 
Grad ceremony write-ups will be completed by students.  It will be used to create a brief profile that will be read as the graduate crosses the stage at the ceremony.  Due date for write-ups will be announced at a later date.  
(Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill)

GRADUATION CEREMONY
This year the Graduation Ceremony is scheduled for 11:00 a.m. Friday, June 29, 2012 and will be held at the Summerland Arena.
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
GRADUATION CEREMONY REHEARSALS
All grads must attend the two grad ceremony rehearsals to be held during the week of Grad at the Summerland Arena.  If students are not in attendance at the rehearsals they will not know the routines for the ceremony and may not be allowed to participate in the Grand March.  Grads are advised to wear the same shoes to the rehearsal that they plan on wearing to the ceremonies.  The rehearsal will be confirmed at a later date.  
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
GRAD PORTRAITS

Grad portraits will be taken by a professional photographer, Life Touch Photos, during November 1 – 8, 2011.  Re-take photos will take place January 12 & 13, 2012.  Grads are required to pre-book their appointments by signing up on the appointment booking sheets at the main office.  A $25.00 sitting fee is required at the photo sitting.  The photos taken are published in the local newspapers, the school Year Book and the grad class composite photo displayed at the school.
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
GRAD PROCESSION 

The Grad Procession follows a route from Summerland Middle School parking lot to the Summerland Arena. The Grad Procession precedes the Grand March and Prom on Thursday, June 28, 2012.  Safety is a primary concern during the procession, therefore unsafe vehicles un-roadworthy vehicles (as deemed by the R.C.M.P. and/or the School Administration) will not be permitted to participate in the parade.  If you are not sure if a particular vehicle is acceptable, please check with the school administration well ahead of time.
(Mr. Van Bergeyk) 

GRAD CLASS PHOTOS

A professional class photograph will also be taken on the evening of the Grand March.  Each graduate will receive one class photo; the cost is included in the grad fee.  The grad photos will be available for pick up at the main office in late September/October 2012.  
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
PROM

If the 2011-2012 Grad Committee elects to follow the same format as last year Prom will follow the Formal Grad Class Photo, Grand March & Family Dance on Thursday June 28, 2012.  More information and details will be provided at a later date. 
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)
DRY GRAD CELEBRATION

Following the official Graduation Ceremonies, a Dry Grad Celebration takes place at Summerland School.  Dry Grad is an event for SSS Grads only.  A Dry Grad Parent Committee plans, sponsors and organizes this incredible experience for SSS Grads.  Parents will be contacted regarding important Dry Grad meetings.  Please stay tuned for fundraising opportunities and be sure to get involved.
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)

GRAD RINGS

Orders for grad rings will take place during the school year.  Representatives from various companies will provide opportunities for students to place their orders.  Those dates will be announced.
(Mr. C. Van Bergeyk)
GRAD CLOTHING  
This year Grad clothing will be available prior to Winter Break and again in the spring.  Unique grad hoodies and sweat pants are designed by SSS students in conjunction with a local supplier.  Grad clothing can be ordered through Mrs. Bergstrom.

(Mrs. Bergstrom)
SCHOLARSHIPS/BURSARIES

Again this year, local scholarships and bursaries will be presented to graduates during the graduation ceremony on Friday, June 29, 2012 at 11:00 am at the Summerland Arena.  A student information meeting for these awards will be held shortly after Spring Break.  Students who are going on to a full-time, accredited post-secondary program next year are eligible to apply.  Students must attend this meeting if they are applying for local scholarships and bursaries.   Outside awards are not presented at the ceremonies. 
(Mr. Van Bergeyk)

TRANSCRIPT EDITING
The school has sent preliminary information to the Ministry of Education for all grade 12’s to report the courses they have completed and are currently enrolled in.  We produce a Transcript Verification Report (T.V.R.) for all grade 12 students in early November and May.  Counsellors will review these reports with students.  
In late July each grade 12 student will receive, in the mail, their transcript from the Ministry of Education.  The transcript shows all courses passed and a student’s graduation status.  The Ministry of Education will post an unofficial version of the transcript of grades, called the “Unofficial Transcript of Grades” on their web site:  www.bced.gov.bc.ca/exams/student.htm
For further information, please take the time to read the Grad Bulletin – 2004 Graduation Program provided by the Ministry of Education.  It is available at http://www.bced.gov.bc.ca/graduation.
(Mrs. Bergstrom, Mr. Russill)
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