Summerland Secondary School
PAC meeting minutes, September 10, 2008
Attendance:  David Searcy,  Karen Hooper, Barb Hubber,  Terri Leslie,  Meggie Bambey, Connie Denesiuk, Tori Long, Randy Jones, Leona McNeil, Helen Adams, Cynthia Cutt, Angela Lucier, Denise Whittaker, Sue Filek, Shelley Clay.
MOTION: to accept the June minutes as circulated was made by Barb Hubber. Second  by Tori Long.
Presentation was given by Randy Jones. Randy is in running the Alternate School program for grades 9&10. The program is geared towards keeping at risk students in school. These students are usually struggling in the regular school system for reasons such as addictions, emotional difficulties, medical problems, trouble at home, trouble making the transition from Middle to High School and a variety of other factors. The number of at risk kids is steadily increasing every year.  Besides school work these kids are also asked to give back the community through volunteer work. They have worked for SADI and Healthy Harvest. Mission Bottle Washing plays a very important role is providing part time jobs and work experience as well. There is also a senior alternate school program which had 8 students graduate last year. The program becomes more costly every year and funds are needed for both food and activities.

Randy wants to thank the PAC for their support of this program in the past. He has presented a letter to the PAC requesting $5000.00 in funding for this school year. Randy is aware that this is huge request and will be very appreciative of any funding support that the PAC is able to provide.

PAC executive and all person attending the PAC meeting where introduced.

Presentation was given by Lindsay Richardson. Lindsay attended a United Nations Pilgrimage for Youth trip this past summer. She showed many pictures and gave details of the trip. This trip was made possible by the ODD Fellows and Rebekah’s.  This was the 1st time that the BC Interior has sent a student to this event. The participants are usually chosen by a speech competition.  Lindsay had a wonderful experience and hopes that a Summerland student can go in the future.

Principal’s Report: 594 students enrolled this year and school start up ran very smoothly. The PA system is not working due to the construction. All teachers are being emailed the announcements. 

-Grade 12 BBQ was held in the court yard. Grade 9 BBQ lunch will be Friday Sept 12.

-School photo day was Tuesday Sept 9

-All grades have now attending an assembly.

-grade 9 parents meeting is Thursday Sept 11. Grad parents meeting is Thursday Sept 18

-Upcoming trips and events—Junior Leadership Camp in Naramata (sponsored by SADI), Bamfield trip for grade 11 biology students is Sept 16-19, school wide Terry Fox run is Sept 26. Grade 9 immunizations are Oct. 3.

-Teams and Clubs—Girls fieldhockey, coach Mrs. Clarke, Boys Soccer coaches Mr. Fry and Mr. Mayer, Cross country running coaches Mr. Jones, Mr. Salter and Mr. Waterman. Junior boys and girls volleyball, 2 community coaches (sorry names where not available) Ms. Verrier, Mr. Gupta and Mr. Knowlton.

Senior volleyball teams have not been set up yet. Provincial Scholarship club is starting.

-New at SSS—French Immersion 9. New entry area and office renovations well underway, completion is hopefully before Christmas. Bridge Program is new this year. Sara James may attend PAC one evening to give a presentation in this program.
-The ministry now requires daily physical activity for all grades in the school. The physical activity does not have to be during school hours.

-New teachers this year—Tara Libby (Math), Sabrina Weins (Math/Science), Geoff Waterman (PE/Math)

-Future considerations for open house—ask community to attend such as bursary/scholarship donators to attend an open house once renovations are complete. 
Trustee’s Report: Connie Denesiuk
-The Ministries new PE requirement is challenging to fit into the grade 9 level.
-Summer school probably double in size last summer, mostly due to no fees charged to the families. 

-The Strong Start program is running in Penticton at Queen’s Park School. A second program will be opening soon at Giants Head School in Summerland. This program is fully funded by the Ministry. 
-The Ministry is also looking at early learning opportunities for preschool children as well as full day Kindergarten throughout the Province. 

-Literacy, numeracy, transitions and completions are the districts main goals this year. 

-There are many maintenance projects underway throughout the district.

-Municipal elections will be held this November. School Trustee elections are held at the same time. Connie Denesiuk and Linda Van Alpen will both be seeking re election.   
-The Leadership conference held in Penticton this summer was great. Trustees, education ministers, teachers, administrators, parents all attended.

Connie is always available by phone
250-494-8631 or by email connie_denesiuk@telus.net
Treasurers Report:  Meggie Bambey is the new treasurer this year.
Gaming Account $562.18   Regular Account $4510.21
Gaming funds have not been received yet.
Signing officers have now been changed and are on file at the Credit Union.

Signing officers are any 2 of  Terri Leslie, Meggie Bambey, Karen Hooper
MOTION: made by Tori Long to order new cheques for both the gaming and regular accounts. Seconded by Karen Hooper. The motion passed.
Correspondence: Letter request from Randy Jones for up to $5000.00 for Alternate School Program.
Letter request from John Fry for $3500.00 for high jump mats.

Last years DPAC minutes where received are available if anyone would like to read them.

-Request was made to Dave Searcy to let the teachers know that PAC would like any funding request to be received in writing before the next PAC meeting on October. 1

Both funding requests already received will be discussed at the next PAC meeting. This is to give other teachers the opportunity to submit further requests.  
-The PAC has requested that Mike Long give a demonstration of his new computer at the next PAC meeting.  If  he is available.

Meeting adjourned 8:50pm

Next PAC meeting Wednesday October 1, 2008 7:00pm

