SSS PAC Meeting Wednesday October 6, 2010
Attendance: Tori Long, Barb Hubber, Karen Hooper, Julie Planiden, Dave Searcy, Christine Petkau, Mike and Karin McCarty, Marsuk Friesen, Misty and Gary McDonald, Jacqueline Foley, Helen Adams.
Minutes: from September PAC meeting adopted by Julie Planiden, second by Barb Hubber.
Principal’s Report:  

-The grad run took place without any incidents.
-The Bamfield Trip will be next week.

-Grade 9 parents meeting was Sept 14 and the grad parent meeting was Sept 16. The next grad parent information meeting is Oct 26 at center stage.

Grad 11 & 12 saw a special presentation by Nobel Peace Prize winner Andrew Weaver.

-School photos were Sept 14 and retakes will be on Oct 13.  Grad photos will be Nov 1-8.

-University-college liaisons for grade 11 &12 will be in the school of Oct 19.

The grade 9 & 10 was a presentation on Bullying.

Oct 22nd is a pro-d-day, students will not attend. School will be closed Nov 11 for Remembrance day and on Nov 12 for a district wide school closure day.

-Report card pick up will be on Nov 25. Nov 25 & 26 will be early dismissal days.

Grade 9 &10 will participate in a Show Math Assembly on Nov 2. Grade 11 & 12 will participate in a Funny Money Assembly on Nov 26.

The Naramata Leadership conference for grades 9 & 10 is coming up in Oct. 

Teams and Clubs: Girls field hockey is having a great season, Ms. Clarke is coaching.  Volleyball coaches are Mr. Sands for Sr. Boys, Mr. Brickenden for Jr. girls. Mr. Brickenden is also helping coach the Sr. Girls team. Jr. Boys volleyball does not have a team as a coach could not be found.  

-A Japanese club will be starting for those students wishing to learn some basic Japanese

Mr. Searcy is starting a scholarship club for those students interested in writing grade 12 provincial exams.
-Mr. Gupta held his first science 9 for parent’s night and it was a success. The goal is to enable more parents to be comfortable assisting students with homework.

-Class size composition reporting has been completed, with 3 classes over the maximum 30 students.  They are concert band, acting and leadership. All teachers involved were included in all discussions. The report has been sent to the board office. An explanation was given as to why 1 social studios class only has 14 students. SSS has a great team of EA’s which really helps in the classrooms with our designated special education students.
- Sherie Seddon is replacing Ms. Verrier and she is expected to return in January. Mr. Mayor and Ms. Martin should both be back shortly.
-Grade 9 parents have already started a grad 2014 committee. There is further information in the grade 9 newsletter that will coming out shortly.  
Trustee’s Report: Connie Denesiuk was not able to attend.
PAC executive elections: All positions were appointed by acclamation.

PAC Chair- Tori Long, Secretary- Karen Hooper and Treasurer Marsuk Friesen.  All 3 will be signing officers on the PAC bank accounts, with any 2 to sign for withdrawals and cheques. 

The School Planning Council members will be Karen Hooper, Christine Petkau, Julie Planiden and Tori Long.  The SPC has asked if a student representative or 2 could be available for meetings as well.

Questions: A concern was brought up about racist bullying. Dave Searcy hopes that this was addressed with the assemble early in the year, but urges any parent to come and speak with him directly if there are any concerns.
Question was asked about the student work experience availability in the school. SSS has a very strong work experience program as well as a large apprenticeship program and both are very important.

Question about the annual Terry Fox run.  Some students participated in local events but the school did not have a run this year.

Question was asked about the cost of students participating on school sports teams.  Dave Searcy replied that all athletics costs are up to the individual family to pay. All funds go directly to the cost associated with that sport. Bussing, substitute teacher, uniforms etc are all paid for by the athlete. Dave feels that these sports events are very important for school spirit and  a sense of belonging and the school would try to assist funding when needed rather than have a student not be able to participate.  All sports are considered extra curricular and are not funded by the district.   

Funding Requests: The gaming funding should be received soon and funding request letters have started to come in.  Ms. Clark has sent a request letter for the breakfast club.  The breakfast club used to receive funding from SADI but that funding has been cut drastically. The request is for $2500.00

It was suggested that a letter be sent to the Kinsmen Club for a donation.

Dave Searcy will make all the staff aware that the PAC is now accepting funding requests for the gaming funds.  

A budget will be prepared at a later date once more funding requests are received.
Meeting adjourned at 8:15pm    Next PAC meeting Wednesday November 3, 2010 7:00pm room 8   

