Tips For Grade 12 Students To Reduce Course Planning Stress
1. Although Grade 12 and the courses you select are important, your whole life will not be determined by the choices you make now. So, relax and be thoughtful. 

2. Remember, many of the careers you will eventually enter do not even exist right now. Technology brings rapid change. Your first career will probably not be in the area in which you studied, and you will most likely have several careers in your lifetime. Employers consistently state that the primary skills they will be looking for are ability to learn and the ability to be part of a team. Thus, interpersonal skills and enthusiasm are important, along with a willingness to be a lifelong learner. 

3. If you are planning to attend university, the primary choice you must make now is about your academic focus---Science or Arts/Humanities (Literature, History, Geography, Comparative Civilizations). These courses will determine your eligibility for the respective faculties at university. This is only relevant if you are committed to a specific career or field of study. 

4. Note that you do not have to be admitted to the Science faculty in order to study science courses. You can study science in most faculties of Arts and others. Furthermore, there are many interesting and financially rewarding careers involving science in such areas as Agroecology, Forestry, and Natural Resourses Conservation. 

5. If you plan to attend specific university program, you must check the entrance requirements. Most Canadian universities will have similar requirements but note that, for example, Comparative Civilizations 12 is not recognized by all universities. 

6. Most Canadian universities scan your Grade 11 courses only to ensure that you have the required prerequisites. Some (e.g. McGill) will consider Grade 11 marks. U.S. universities consider marks in Grades 9-12 plus an SAT score. 

7. Canadian universities generally base their admissions on marks you achieve in English 12 and your top 3 or 4 selected academic courses. Aim to do well in these courses and do not overload yourself with courses that might be nice to have but which are not essential. You have years ahead of you to continue learning. 

8. Calculus can be taken in first year of university without detriment to your academic progress. Therefore, it is not essential to complete it in high school. (Calculus is needed for engineering programs in Ontario.) 

9. Canadian universities generally require a second language equivalent to the 11th grade level. A language 12 is not essential but, if you are going into an Arts faculty, successful completion of this course will mean that you do not have to take a language in your first year of university. (Most Ontario universities do not require a second language 11. Check your program.) 

10. There is great diversity in the academic and career options available to you after graduation. Your school counsellor or career information assistant may be able to help you in your decision making, but you have the responsibility to do the research upon which you courses should be based. 

11. Make sure you list good alternatives for your electives because there may be no timetable changes in September. 

