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Introduction

Students should research into financial awards from other sources, such as:

-  The financial aid webpage of the institutions you plan to apply to

-  Your current employer

-  Unions of which you or your parents are or were a member of

-  www.scholarshipscanada.com 

-  www.studentawards.com
- www.macleans.ca/oncampus and click “scholarships”.

Information about other scholarships will be sent to students who are on the grade 12 counsellor information list serve. Furthermore, the bulletin board in student services will be regularly updated throughout the year with information on scholarships and bursaries as well information will be added to the black filing cabinet.

IMPORTANT NOTE: 

The community of Summerland provides over $70,000 each year in scholarships and bursaries for the graduating class. 

· Students should apply for all local scholarships and bursaries that they meet criterion for within the Summerland Secondary School Financial Aid Booklet. 

· This booklet is available in March.

Below is some general information on scholarships and suggestions on how to prepare a good scholarship application.

Why are scholarships available?

Scholarships have a specific purpose: 

1. To acknowledge and reward you for your outstanding achievements.

2. To help students and their families to fund their education.

3. To attract and retain students who will contribute to an institution

4. To foster your reputation and your school’s.
Who is eligible for scholarships?

There are a wide variety of scholarships available and the criterion varies.

· Academic achievement is not always mandatory for eligibility.

· While the majority of scholarships include academic achievement, most scholarship administrators are now looking at other attributes in students as well.  

Which Scholarships Should I Apply For?

· Look carefully at the criteria

· Read profiles of previous year’s winners, if available on the scholarship website.

· Get the opinion of an adult who really knows you.  It could be a teacher, parent, friend, guidance counsellor.  Show them the criteria, highlighted

· Explain to them how you think you meet the criteria 

· Apply for the smaller awards as well as the larger ones if you meet the criteria.

Getting Reference Letters

Once you’ve found a scholarship that you think you have a good chance at winning, you need to get the support of your counsellor, teacher and/or principal as they will need to write a reference letter for you or complete a section of the scholarship application.  

· You must be able to give your counsellor/teacher clear reasons why you think you are a suitable candidate for the scholarship.

· It is your responsibility to show them how you meet the criteria.  You can do this by providing supporting documents (reference letters, certificates, etc.) to prove that you have done the extracurricular activities and/or volunteer work required. 

· Remember to provide your referee with the time they require to write your letter.

Know Yourself

It's important to know what you have in the way of strengths. The majority of scholarships are still based on grades, but some administrators are starting to look for other attributes in students as well. To know what you can get from a scholarship, you have to first know what you have in the way of assets.

· Anything that makes you different from the other students applying for scholarships is important. You should make a list. You might even want to run through your days. Something that seems routine to you might be extraordinary to someone else.

· On a piece of paper, write down:
Do you: 

· Participate in any extracurricular activities? 

· Participate in school events or school clubs? 

· Get involved in sporting events? 

· Help out in your school or community at all? 

· Work on student council? 

· Volunteer anywhere? 

· Have any certificates, awards, metals or commendations received?

· Have any travel experience?

· Any job experience (paid)?
Have you ever: 

· Been involved in the performing or fine arts (school plays, community performances, drawing, painting, ceramics) 
· Participated in an exchange program?  

· Written for the school yearbook or written articles for any student newspaper?

· Written a play?

· Had any interesting things happen to you? 

· Built a website?

· Now, on a fresh sheet of paper, write down everything that you want to do during your lifetime.  Don’t worry if you can’t think that far ahead.  Imagine what you want to do in the next 5-10 years.  You can always change your mind later.

· Now look at the two lists.  Do you see a connection between the two lists?  Your interests, experience, skills and hobbies are often related to your future goals and they help you to achieve your goals.  

· That is why the judges are interested in learning about all of your activities.

· Use these lists to write a one-page statement of your skills, experience and interests, then write another one page statement about your life goals.

· Get a teacher, parent or peer to check the pages for spelling or grammar errors.  You can now use these two pages to answer the application questions.  
· Your intention must be to show the scholarship committee reading your application how you meet the criteria better than anyone else.  
· The process is not unlike applying for a job that you really want.  You use your resume and cover letter as a tool to show the employer what qualifications you have and why you are best suited for the position.
Target Your Application to What They Are Looking For

· Read the application carefully and think about what they are asking

· Look for key words that repeat themselves.  Chances are, they are interested in candidates that fit those key words.

· If the application requires an essay, start with a generic essay that you create from the two pages of personal statements you created earlier, and then read the application carefully.

· Edit your generic essay so that it fits the requirements of that specific application. 

· If you target the essay to the application, your scholarship essay will be more meaningful, original and powerful.
Writing the Scholarship Essay

Some applications require an essay or a response to one or more questions written in an essay format.

· The essay section gives you the opportunity to show the evaluators a little more about you as a person and to set yourself apart from everyone else. 

· The essay could be on a topic of your choice, an explanation of what you plan to do with the scholarship and how it will help you, or an exercise in creative writing.

· Carefully read all instructions before writing anything.  Pay attention to exactly what the question is asking.  Failure to follow all instructions will easily disqualify you.

· Whatever the topic is, before you even start writing the essay, share your ideas with a teacher, parent, counsellor, or Career Information Assistant.  

· Have your ideas already jotted down in point form before you even ask them for a meeting.

· Remember, this is your essay and you should come up with your own ideas.  However, discussing them with another person can often help you realize if you have interpreted the question properly, i.e. ensure you’re on track.

· If you’ve already listed all of your accomplishments and experience in the application form, your essay is not the place to repeat what you’ve already written.  

· A purely descriptive piece is not going to capture the reader’s attention.  Dig deeper.    Reveal more about yourself, what you learned from an experience, what you care about and why.  

· “Don’t just tell them, show them.”  Back up what you say about yourself by giving concrete examples.

· Describe how the experience or event changed you, broadened your perspective or your awareness of an issue.  

· Don’t be superficial.  Be yourself and, most importantly, be honest.  Evaluators will know the difference. 

· Choose a focus and stick with it.  Go for quality, rather than quantity.  Describe one event or experience in depth, rather than trying to write about many different things.  Creativity and originality will help to make your essay stand out.  Remember that the evaluators will be reading a lot of essays.

· Try to start off your essay in an interesting way that draws in your reader.  Never say what you’re going to discuss or repeat the original question.  

· Make sure to use clear, concise language with no slang and no contractions.  

· Do not exceed the maximum word length and pay attention to type style (e.g. single-spaced or double-spaced).  

· After you have written your first draft, put it away for a few days and then look it again. It’s usually easy to catch mistakes when you’ve taken a break.

· Read it aloud; pay attention to how it sounds.  

· This next step is to get up to 3 people to proofread for writing style, grammar, syntax, spelling errors.  Ask a friend, a parent or an older sibling.  Sometimes, your writing style can take away from your main points.  

· Get your application on time and do not have any spelling mistakes!

· Take the time to figure out who will be reading the letter.

· If possible, address the letter to them directly. If appropriate, enclose a self-addressed stamped envelope for the administrator to use to reply to you. 

· Above all, BE POLITE. Thank them for their time in considering you for the award.

Timeframe needed for Reference Letters and Transcripts

· Make sure you request reference letters a couple weeks in advance.

· Make sure you request transcripts from student services one (1) week in advance.

Final Note

Once you’ve gone through the exercise of completing a scholarship application, it will get easier and you will be developing very valuable skills.  Remember, universities offer numerous scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students and the process of applying for them is the same.  Good luck!

References:  www.schoolsintheusa.com and www.scholarshipscanada.com
