Dear Parents and families,

Bonjour and Hello!  I am pleased to be part of the SMS team and I hope that your children will enjoy their year with me.  In this newsletter I will introduce myself and explain some of the routines and expectations we have in our class, so please take a few moments to read it through.  At the end, there is an email link for you to click to let me know you’ve read it.
I like to contact families via email from time to time with important class news or to communicate about your child.  If you prefer not to receive these emails, please send an email or a note in your child’s agenda to this effect.
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ALLOW ME TO INTRODUCE MYSELF…

My name is Monique Porter.  I grew up in Penticton but moved away for several years to travel, attend university and begin my career.  In 2005, I decided to move back and I’ve happily called Summerland home ever since.  I’m married and have two children; my daughter Isabelle is five and is entering Kindergarten this year and my baby, Zachary, turns two in December.  This is my 11th year teaching and my 6th at the Grade 7 Late Immersion level.  Prior to transferring to SMS I worked at KVR Middle School in Penticton.  I’ve also taught in Victoria and Quebec City.  I love teaching and I especially enjoy the energy of this age group!  I am looking forward to working with your children and getting to know your families.
AGENDAS

I will put an emphasis on organization and planner use.  In our classroom, students are expected to write their daily homework in their agendas, and if it is already completed they should check it off.  This allows families to see what we are working on in class, and whether or not students are up to date.  Your child’s agenda should never be blank at the end of the day.  
I may also use the agenda from time to time to send notes home.  It would be helpful if you were in the habit of checking your child’s agenda daily.
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HOMEWORK
This always seems to be the hot topic in French Immersion, so here are my guidelines….

Students can expect to have homework most days after school.  I will always teach the concept in class then give students some time to get started with the balance to be completed at home as practice.  When we are working on projects, I will give class time to work and depending on how students use this time, they may or may not have to do project work at home too.  
I will rarely assign homework do be done over the weekend, with the exception of project work if students need more time to meet the deadlines. Students should be doing about one hour of homework per evening.  If an assignment 
is taking longer than this or your child is feeling frustrated, please write me an email or a note in the agenda to let me know, then stop the homework at that point.  

It is not parent’s responsibility to do the homework with their child, but rather to help them stay organized and focused and to provide a space to work stocked with the necessary supplies (paper, pencils, dictionary etc.) 
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PINK SLIPS

When a student has not completed an assignment, they will be given a pink slip and be asked to stay in at nutrition break to fill it out and complete the work.  On this slip the student explains their reason for the incomplete assignment and we both sign it.  The pink sheet then goes home for you to review and must be signed and returned the next school day.  Feel free to add your comments to the slip.  

SPEAKING FRENCH IN CLASS

For students to truly learn French, THEY MUST SPEAK FRENCH IN CLASS.  If they do not take advantage of this opportunity to practice, they will not progress as quickly as they could.  It is my expectation that students in Grade 7 speak French with me and with each-other to the best of their ability at all times while in the classroom.  

To encourage them to do so, I will have various programs and incentives happening in class.
DICTÉE & POÈME
Each week, students will learn a new poem.  These are short, silly poems designed to help students improve their French pronunciation and vocabulary.  Several students will be selected each week to present the poem in front of the class on Friday.  These students should practice their poem a few times a day during that week. 

Students will also be given Dictée tests from time to time.  On Monday, they will be given a copy of the passage, and we will go over the material.  They should study a bit each evening (study guidelines and suggestions are in their Dictée duo-tang), and each Friday will be the Dictée test.  There is a reward for students who receive 100% - a ‘roi’ or ‘reine’ card which can be exchanged to be excused from a future Dictée, or saved up to be traded in at the end of term against their lowest scores!  

WEBSITE
To facilitate home-school communication,  and to inform you about what we are doing in class, I maintain a class website.  The address is: 
http://sd67.bc.ca/teachers/mporter/index.htm.
(You can also find me via the SMS school webpage on the district site.)  Please bookmark this page and check it often; it will be your link to our classroom work and activities and I will be updating it daily.  On this site you will find general announcements, upcoming events, course overviews, homework assignments as well as a daily summary of what we covered in each block, including links to handouts.  This is an especially useful tool if your child is absent as he/she will be able to get caught up by checking the website.


I would also like to post any photos I might take of our class as I’ve found that students really enjoy looking at them.  If you prefer NOT to have photos of your child included on this page, please email me to let me know this.


Please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or concerns.  You can reach me via my website, by email at mporter@summer.com or you can leave a message on my voice mail by calling the school at 250-770-7685.







